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WHAT IS SARAWAK?



And… what is it not?



(3 min. introduction video)



Mysterious

Adventurous

Exotic

Unique 
cultures

Ancient Nature



A rich mix of indigenous cultures



A large area of jungle and biodiversity



Sarawak Museum



1891



Today





Sarawak Museum Campus 
Project



curiosity questioning enticement



1. Engage museum staff & development team





Visitor offer

Audiences will leave the museum 

with a sense of awe for the diversity of life, 
and with a feeling of connection or belonging 

to their (the) cultural heritage



Personal stories at the heart of the exhibitions story line



2) Engage local 
communities

3) Go back to the 
communities



1. The museum will reflect the societies 
within which it exists.

2. Present the people and cultures of Sarawak and their interaction 
with the natural environment from the earliest prehistory of 
Borneo up to the formation of Malaysia in 1963. 



3. The museum will encourage learning, cultivate interest and 
be a platform for research and collaboration with 
communities and international institutes. 



Visitor 
approach



Stakeholder 
approach



Thematic zones & design approach

1) The museum is too large to be visited in one day.

2) Offer choices and flexibility to different visitor groups

provides stronger educational outcomes.

3) More engaging, with opportunities to tell multiple stories.

4) Shows the best of Sarawak’s communities in unity with each 

other. 













15 visits to local communities
(to meet and talk about their material culture)

Mr. Musa, Belacan maker, Samarahan





15 visits to local communities
(to meet and talk about their material culture)

Interview with Pengulu on crocodile effigy, Kampung Lebor, Serian





Wooden (belian) door, carved from pre Brooke times (pre 1840) 
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